Nursery Home Learning
Week beginning Monday 8th June 2020
Communication & Language and Literacy
Reading – ‘Dear Zoo’ by Rod Campbell
Read the story ‘Dear Zoo’ by Rod Campbell. If you don’t have this story at home, you can access a read
aloud story - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rudDGRQ9QGA. The story is read by the author Rod
Campbell. Take time to read this story with your child. Look at the picture on each page and talk about
what you see. Try to guess which animal is in the container. Explain any new vocabulary e.g. ‘fierce’; give
some examples of what it means. Check their understanding by asking them which other animals do they
know that they think are ‘fierce’? Read, or watch the story again and have fun making the animal sounds.

Key questions to ask your child:
Which animal was too fierce? Which animal was too grumpy? When do you feel grumpy? He said the
monkey was too naughty, what do you think the monkey did that was naughty? When have you been
naughty? Did you say sorry for being naughty? Did you try really hard to be good to show you were really
sorry? Why did he send the frog back? Can you jump like a frog? What sound do frogs make? Can you
jump and croak at the same time? Which animal did he keep? He said the puppy was ‘perfect’, why is a
puppy a good pet? Which animal would you like to have as a pet? Do you think a polar bear would make a
good pet? Why not? Where do polar bears live? You could ask your child where the other animals in the
story live. Where would you find a frog? Does the giraffe live in a pond?
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Practise using different sounds: s, a, t, p, i, n, m, d, g, o, c, k, u, h.
Useful phonics links:
http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/phase-2-games.html
(Phase 1/Phase 2 – initial sounds.)
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ (Phase 1)

Nursery Rhyme of the week
To go with the story for this week, try learning the actions and sing along to ‘We’re going to the zoo.’
Focus on learning the chorus and joining in with the actions. Can you think of your own ideas to add more
verses? What if you saw a crocodile, what might the crocodile be doing? What about a kangaroo? What
would a kangaroo be doing? Here is a you tube link to teach you the song and the actions:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6xAqZJNrF2s

Mathematics
Number – Counting (0-20)
Learn to count with Number Zoo:
Counting to 10: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nsDanlM8_3c
Counting to 20: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=snUGqgAmz-c
Count how many elephants and giraffes, etc. are in the picture. Write the answer using the correct
formation. The worksheet for this activity can be found separately under learning for week beginning 8 th
June - Click on ‘I Spy’ Zoo Animals.
For a challenge, you might like to have a go at adding. Click on ‘‘Dear Zoo Addition to 10’.
Number formation cards, with the accompanying rhymes, are near the bottom of the Nursery Home
Learning page, under, ‘Learning for week beginning 6 th April 2020’.
Shape
Use the three shapes you have been learning about: a circle, a square and a triangle, to draw a zoo animal.
If you like a challenge, why not practise your cutting and gluing skills and make a stick puppet, like this
one.

Maths rhyme of the week
Five little monkeys jumping on the bed
(Well, Rod Campbell did say he sent the monkey back because he was naughty.) There are several ‘you
tube’ videos of this song, here is just one of them: you might like to try the others to see which one you
like best. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iNOehj8K8bk
Five Little Monkeys
Five little monkeys jumping on the bed
One fell off and bumped his head
So, Mama called the doctor
And the doctor said
No more monkeys jumping on the bed
(Repeat this verse counting down each time, four little monkeys, then three little monkeys etc: when no
more monkeys are left to jump off the bed, sing the last verse.)
No little monkeys jumping on the bed
None fell off and bumped their head
So, Mama called the doctor
And the doctor said
Put those monkeys back in bed
Now there are no little monkeys jumping on the bed.
They’re all jumping on the sofa instead!

Physical Development – Moving
Why not get some exercise as you sing and practice counting down? Follow the dance moves and have
some fun, whilst keeping fit. Click the link for ‘Just Dance Kids’ – ‘Five little monkeys’ routine.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IxF0iayJR-s
If you enjoyed that, why not keep going and show how you like to ‘Move it, move it’ with a lion, giraffe
and hippo; the zoo animals from the film, ‘Madagascar.’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ziLHZeKbMUo

Topic – Understanding the World
Whilst counting with Number Zoo take the opportunity to develop your child’s understanding of
‘similarities and differences, patterns and change.’ You could ask questions about what the animals
have in common and what is different and special about each one. For example when talking about
similarities, they all have legs. You could put the animals into two groups, animals with 4 legs and animals
with 2. For differences, e.g. elephants have tusks, camels have humps. For patterns you could point out
the stripes on a tiger and zebra. You could ask what other animals they know that have stripes e.g. a
bumblebee, a cat, a snake. If you have access to the internet you could search for ‘striped animals’,
where they can learn about animals that they have never seen or heard of before e.g. the okapi, an animal
found in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, in Central Africa. It has stripes like a zebra, but is more
closely related to the giraffe. It is known as the ‘forest giraffe’. You could look at a picture of an okapi
and a giraffe and see if they can spot what is similar about them and what is different. For change, you
could look at pictures of baby zoo animals and their parents. How do the baby animals change as they
grow up? How will they change as they grow up? You could look at baby pictures of your child and discuss
how they have changed. What can they do now, that they couldn’t do when they were a baby? What do
they like to eat? What did they have when they were a baby?

The worksheets for this topic can be found separately under learning for week beginning 8 th June - Click
on: ‘Can you name these animals?’ Also, ‘Can you describe these animals?’

Expressive Art and Design
Create your own paper plate animals. This link shows you how to make an elephant, a lion, a puppy dog, a
zebra, a tiger, a pig and a rabbit. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jBsfcQwJDsQ. If you have access
to the internet there are lots of other ideas to inspire you.

Health
Turn lunchtime into YUMMY FUN TIME! What makes this monkey lunch, a healthy lunch? Which part is
not so healthy, so we shouldn’t eat too many of them? (Here’s a clue: what do you think the letters in the
words are?)

Have fun experimenting with food art and talk about why it is important for us to eat a variety of food?
Why should we eat more fruit and vegetables? Why are they good for us?

Personal, Social and Emotional Behaviour
On the BBC News website on Saturday 30th May 2020, there was an article about a Belgian zoo that was
reopening after lockdown (or ‘confinement’, as they call it in French.) It was very touching to hear that
the elephants have missed the visitors and the importance of the public in their lives. This news story
inspired this week’s learning all about zoos. How different everything was just last year when Goldthorn
Park Nursery visited Dudley Zoo.
Here is an extract from the news article that inspired this week’s learning.

Coronavirus: Belgian zoo comes back to life from lockdown
By Kevin Connolly BBC News, Brussels

30 May 2020

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-52831021

The zoo staff are confident that excitement at the reopening isn't confined to the human public.
Elephant manager Rob Conachie, whose job is a real labour of love, said one elephant in particular, Mala,
was effectively used as an ambassador to introduce visitors to the herd.
The zoo's herd gathered in a trumpeting, friendly mob as we talked while the zoo's gates opened and the
crowds filed in.
"Mala is normally fed a lot of carrots," Rob told us, "and in lockdown she's definitely been wondering
where all the carrots have gone. The elephants are fine but there's no doubt they do miss visitors."
Now slowly the lockdown is easing and the zoo is coming back to life. The human visitors are delighted of
course but it doesn't take much imagination to believe that their excitement is shared by the elephants.

Coronavirus: Animals in zoos 'lonely' without visitors
By Sophie Williams BBC News

1 May 2020

A number of zoos around the world are reporting that their animals are becoming "lonely" without visitors.
At Phoenix Zoo, keepers have lunch dates with elephants and orangutans, and one sociable bird needs
frequent visits. Primates have gone looking for missing visitors.
Dublin Zoo said animals were also "wondering what's happened to everyone".
At Orana Wildlife Park in New Zealand, rhinos and giraffes were turning up for their scheduled "meet the
public" appearances.
"The kea and gorillas particularly seem to be missing people, they really enjoy seeing the public,"
spokesman Nathan Hawke told the Guardian.
Linda Hardwick, communications director told the BBC: "We have noticed that some of our more "social"
animals are not a fan of the stay at home and social distancing orders. Primates especially have noticed
our guests are gone and go looking for them."

Personal, Social and Emotional Behaviour
Think about how you feel when you are lonely or bored. Animals feel like this too. If you have a pet,
make sure you look after them well and give them lots of love and attention, because this is just as
important as giving them food.
Hopefully, our zoos will be open again soon and visitors can go and cheer the animals up. You might like to
make a poster to encourage people to visit the zoo. You could draw a picture and your family could
help you write a message.

Before we went on our visit to Dudley Zoo, every day we would watch the penguins and look for the tiger
on their webcams on their website. We would see the penguins waddling about and having a swim in the
pool, but we only got to see the tiger on one occasion, when he was lying in his pool. It was a hot summer
and tigers have a lot of fur, so most of the time he was under the trees, in the shade, trying to keep
cool. If you have the internet then perhaps you would like to watch the webcams and see if you can spot
the tigers – there are two of them.

https://www.dudleyzoo.org.uk/creature-cams/

There is a lot of information and lots of wonderful photographs of the animals on their website and they
have lots of ideas for fun things to make at home, like Penny the Penguin, who is like a piggy bank, only
she’s a penguin not a pig. Maybe you could make a Penny Penguin and save your pennies for a special trip
somewhere, when we are allowed to go and visit places again. Maybe you’d like to make a cone giraffe or
how about a lion mask? Whatever you decide to do HAVE FUN!!!
https://www.dudleyzoo.org.uk/discovery-learning/

https://www.dudleyzoo.org.uk/discovery-learning

Other Learning Opportunities
 Create a story
 Homemade obstacle courses in the garden
 Write your name with felt tips
 Bake with your family - measuring
 Daily walks - what can you see?
 Making music – Bottles filled with rice/pasta.
 Build a farm using blocks/lego
 Make a farmer using recycling
 Make your own puppet using a sock
 Make bubbles using water and washing up liquid
 Can you tap out a beat using tubs and boxes? Can you sing some words to your beat?
 Make an insect home with twigs, leaves from the garden!
 Put colours/ numbers around the garden - Can you jump/dance/spin to the number called?
 Make your own Play-Dough – see separate Messy Play document
Traffic light game - red: stop, orange: walk, green: run, speed bumps: jump, roundabout: spin, ice:
skid, reverse: walk backwards



Enjoy your learning at home;
do not forget to keep any work
that you do. You can also share
any work on your school
Twitter page.
@elstonhallsch
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@goldthornpark

Other activities you might like to try
can be found under learning for week
beginning 8th June, these include:



animals in ‘Dear Zoo’.

Stay safe, active and happy 






Cosmic Kids Yoga – Search
on YouTube
Go Noodle – Search on
YouTube
Dough Disco

Pictures that can be cut
out and made into stick

Useful links
Physical Development

Colouring sheets of the

puppets to act out the
story.


An animal border for
your poster or a picture
of your favourite animal.



‘Dear Zoo’ word mat.

We are missing all of our children greatly. Please continue your calm and happy home environments
by staying active, talking and listening to each other. The schools are still here if you need anything.

