Nursery Home Learning
Week beginning Monday 22nd June 2020

Communication & Language and Literacy
Reading – ‘The Smeds and the Smoos by Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler
Read the story The Smeds and The Smoos by Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler. If you don’t have this
story at home, you can watch it by using this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wGX6A1WWsNU.
Take time to read this story with your child. Look at the pictures on each page and talk about what you
see. What colours can they see? Does this look like our world? Do we have blue tree trunks and green
water? Do people on our planet look like the Smeds and the Smoos? Talk about what the word ‘planet’
means. Show them pictures of our planet seen from space. Look at pictures of other planets in our Solar
System e.g. Mars, Jupiter, Saturn. If this is not our planet, where could it be?

Key questions to ask your child:
What is the name of the young Smed? What is the name of the young Smoo? Can you point to them in
the picture? What colour are Smeds? What colour are Smoos? What does Janet’s grandfather tell her
about the Smoos – why doesn’t he want her to play with them? What does Bill’s grandmother tell him
about the Smeds – why doesn’t she want him to play with them? What do Smeds like to do for fun? What
do Smoos like to do for fun? Janet told Bill a story, what did he do for her? What do Smoos eat and
drink? What do Smeds eat and drink? Have the Vums got long arms or long legs? Which flower grows all
over planet Lurglestrop? What kind thing did the Smeds do for the Smoos when they ran out of tea to
drink? What kind thing did Grandmother Smoo do for Grandfather Smed? What colour was Janet and
Bill’s baby? What lesson can we learn from this story? (No matter what our differences are, we should
celebrate them and all be friends.)

Phonics
This week we are learning the phoneme ‘j’. Maybe your grown-ups can help you learn the formation rhyme:
Down his body, curl, dot for his head. Have a go at writing the ‘j’ sound.
Practise using different sounds: s, a, t, p, i, n, m, d, g, o, c, k, u, h, e, b.
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Useful phonics links:
http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/phase-2-games.html
(Phase 1/Phase 2 – initial sounds.)
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ (Phase 1)

Nursery Rhyme of the week
‘Jack and Jill went up the hill’ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nWfCtCkmJbc

Mathematics
Number – Counting (0-20)
Counting to 10: Count up to 10, then count down to blast off.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sqm-kFNaw8c
Have a go at: ‘Counting in Space with Zid the Alien’ – a Powerpoint presentation in which you are
shown pictures of e.g. rockets, spaceships, stars, planets etc. You are given a choice of three numbers
and you count the objects and click on the right number. If you get it right, then it says ‘correct’ and you
move on to the next group of objects to count; if not, you are given the chance to try again.
There are 2 worksheets you might like to try for counting to 10. They can be found separately under
learning for week beginning 22nd June. Click on: ‘Space Counting’ or ‘Space Aliens Counting Poster’.
Counting to 20: ‘Space Launch Count Up to 20’ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JiwdW8s9SkY
Watch the space shuttle launch, as you count to 20.
For a challenge, you might like to have a go at adding. Click on: ‘I spy and Add to 10 pictures sheet’,
plus ‘I Spy and Add to 10 sums’ or for an extra challenge you could try ‘I Spy and Add to 20
pictures sheet’, plus ‘I Spy and Add to 20 sums’.
Shape
Use the four shapes you have been learning about: a circle, a square, a triangle and a rectangle, to draw
aliens.

Introduce the shape: star. Talk about its properties. How many sides does it have? How many ‘points’
does it have? Show how to draw a star, using 2 triangles. Draw one upside down on top of another.

We haven’t learnt ‘pentagon’ and ‘hexagon’, but they might like to still have a go at this labelling activity.
Label the aliens by dragging the name of the shape and its picture and putting it in the box next to the
correct alien. https://www.twinkl.co.uk/go/resource/2d-shape-aliens-interactive-labelling-activity-tg-84-newlink
If you have a dice, then you might like to do the ‘Rocket Shape Activity’. Roll the dice and if you get a 1
you colour in the rectangles green, or you can cut them out and glue them on the rocket in the correct
place. This activity sheet can be found separately under learning for week beginning 22 nd June.
Maths rhyme of the week (counting down from ‘5’ and introducing ‘left’ and ‘right’.)
Five little men in a flying saucer,
went round the world one day.
They looked left and right
but they didn't like the sight
and one man flew away.

Three little me in a flying saucer,
went round the world one day.
They looked left and right,
but they didn’t like the sight
and one man flew away.

Four little men in a flying saucer,
went round the world one day.
They looked left and right
but they didn't like the sight
and one man flew away.

Two little men in a flying saucer,
went round the world one day,
They looked left and right,
but they didn’t like the sight
and one man flew away.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2E3p_51tJx0

One little man in a flying saucer,
went round the world one day,
He looked left and right,
but he didn’t like the sight,
so that man flew away.

Physical Development – Moving
‘Blue (Da Ba Dee)’ This seemed very appropriate for this
week’s theme, as the Smoos are blue and the character seen
dancing in this video looks a little bit like a Smoo. Have Fun!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AFIqSaZM2D0

Remember, you don’t always need to put a video on to dance to –
just put on your favourite music and make up your own cool moves.

Topic – Understanding the World – Technology
Complete a simple program on a computer. Use ICT hardware to interact with age-appropriate
computer software.

If you have access to ‘Purple Mash’ through the internet, then have a go at the ‘2Do’ activities:
Design your own rocket. Make it look super cool!
Matching Pairs – match the aliens. There are 4 pairs to match. You need a good ‘memory’. You need
to remember where you have seen them, to be able to match them. Can you do it? Bet you can!
Smed rocket jigsaw puzzle. Can you move the jigsaw pieces into the right places to build the red
rocket. I love jigsaw puzzles! I hope you enjoy it!
If you would like to do more fun activities connected to aliens and rockets, on ‘Purple Mash’ click on
‘Mathematics’. Scroll down until you see ‘Maths City 1’. Click on it. Click on the red rocket in the picture.
You can have fun matching the aliens or matching the rockets.

If you are not able to log on to ‘Purple Mash’ please don’t worry! The learning is to interact with ageappropriate computer software, so if you have access to any games or activities on a computer or tablet,
then they can still achieve their learning. It doesn’t have to be connected to aliens and rockets!

Expressive Art and Design
There are so many ways to be creative with this topic. Here are just a few suggestions, but you
might have even better ideas!
Look at photographs of the planets in our Solar System: Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn,
Neptune, Uranus.

Expressive Art and Design
Draw a picture of what you think the Smeds and Smoos planet looks like from space. Use your imagination
– it doesn’t have to be round, it could be square shaped or triangular.

Take a look at these ‘weird, wacky planets’ from an illustration in Colin McNaughton’s wonderful book
‘Here Come the Aliens’. What can you see? I can see one shaped like a banana – that would be very
strange!

If you would like to find out more about the aliens from these planets, then click on this link and enjoy
the story, read by a lady called Mrs Rutland. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=psKDT2oLzlA

When you have finished drawing what your planet looks like from space, why not have a go at drawing
what it looks like ON your planet. The Smeds and Smoos world had green water and trees with blue
trunks. What does your planet look like? What sort of plants and animals live there?
Let your imagination go wild!
Here are some ideas get you thinking.

OK. You’ve thought about what your planet looks like from space, you’ve thought about
what it looks like on the ground. You’ve thought about what the plants and animals might
look like.
Now think what the aliens might look like.
Smeds are red and Smoos are blue, but what colour
was Janet and Bill’s baby? If you mix red and blue
together, you get purple. If you are lucky enough to have some
paints, then you could try this yourself. Mix red paint, with blue paint and try to make
purple. If you would like it to be light purple, like lilac, then add a little white. If you
would like it to be dark purple, then add a little black. If you haven’t got any paints,
don’t worry; you could try using red and blue crayons. If crayons don’t work very well, no
problem – you can have a go with paint when you eventually come back to school. That
will be something to look forward to and you could try mixing other colours too.

Have a go at drawing, or if you are lucky enough to be able to, painting, your alien. Will it have arms and
legs like us? Will it have extra arms and legs? What colour will it be? Will it have one eye, two eyes like
us or more eyes? To give you some ideas, ‘Alien pictures for inspiration’ can be found separately under
learning for week beginning 22nd June.

Construct with a purpose in mind.
Create simple representations of events, people and objects.
You could, ‘get crafty’ and have a look in your recycling, to see what you could use to
make an alien or a rocket. You could use kitchen rolls, cardboard boxes, all sorts of junk
materials. Here is one idea you might like to try, but you will probably have even better
ideas of your own.

You will find lots of great ideas on: https://artsycraftsymom.com/outer-space-crafts-for-kids/.
Personal, Social and Emotional Behaviour
Making Relationships:


Demonstrates friendly behaviour, initiating conversations and forming good relationships with
peers and familiar adults.



Welcomes and values praise for what they have done.

Personal, Social and Emotional Behaviour

At the beginning of the story, the Smeds and the Smoos are
not friends; not for any good reasons; they are simply
different – they look different, they eat and drink different
things and they like to do different things. By the end of the
story they have become good friends, as they realise they
have a lot in common: they both love and care deeply for
their family. They learn to share and help each other out.
They come to value what is different about each other.
Talk about what we can learn from this book. We are all human, but just like the Smeds and the
Smoos we are different in many ways: we speak different languages, we like different food, we
like to do different things, we may dress differently etc. However, our differences are what
make us all special and make it so much fun getting to know each other – we have so much we can
teach others and share about our likes and dislikes. What a boring world this would be if we
were all the same! Being kind and being friendly and making people feel welcome when we meet
them are all values we treasure and nurture.
Be sure to offer praise whenever your child does or says something kind or friendly, to
reinforce positive behaviour and let them know ‘kindness matters’; we are proud of them for
being kind and friendly and we look forward to a time when we can all be back at school together
and celebrate our differences and share what makes each and every one special.



Other Learning Opportunities
 Create a story
 Homemade obstacle courses in the garden
 Write your name with felt tips
 Bake with your family - measuring
 Daily walks - what can you see?
 Making music – Bottles filled with rice/pasta.
 Build a farm using blocks/lego
 Make a farmer using recycling
 Make your own puppet using a sock
 Make bubbles using water and washing up liquid
 Can you tap out a beat using tubs and boxes? Can you sing some words to your beat?
 Make an insect home with twigs, leaves from the garden!
 Put colours/ numbers around the garden - Can you jump/dance/spin to the number called?
 Make your own Play-Dough – see separate Messy Play document
Traffic light game - red: stop, orange: walk, green: run, speed bumps: jump, roundabout: spin, ice:
skid, reverse: walk backwards

Enjoy your learning at home; do
not forget to keep any work that
you do. You can also share any
work on your school Twitter
page.
@elstonhallsch
@palmerscrosssch
@edwardeldersch
@goldthornpark

Other activities you might like to try
can be found under learning for week
beginning 22nd June, these include:




If you like colouring, there
are some fun alien pictures
you could colour. Just click on
‘Alien colouring sheets’ which
can be found separately under
learning for week beginning
22nd June
Make a ‘Be Kind’ poster.

Stay safe, active and happy 

Useful links
Physical Development




Cosmic Kids Yoga – Search
on YouTube
Go Noodle – Search on
YouTube
Dough Disco



Watch the SciShow Kids video
‘Are Aliens Real?’
https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=Smeg1KUa3qU Hmmm, what
do you think? Do you think
aliens exist on another planet?

We are missing all of our children greatly. Please continue your calm and happy home environments
by staying active, talking and listening to each other. The schools are still here if you need anything.

