Nursery Home Learning
Week beginning Monday 29th June 2020

Communication & Language and Literacy
Reading – ‘Giraffe Can’t Dance’ by Giles Andreae, illustrated by Guy Parker-Rees

Read the story ‘Giraffes Can’t Dance’ by Giles Andreae. If you don’t have this story at home, you can
watch it by using this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vZjsLK5vwNU.Take time to read this story
with your child. Look at the pictures on each page and talk about what you see.

Key questions to ask your child:
What are Gerald’s legs like? What is he very good at? What happens when he tries to dance? Which
animal danced the tango? How many baboons danced together? What animal told Gerald that all he
needed was a different song? What musical instrument did that animal play? What can we learn from
this story? It’s a story about determination and perseverance – never giving up; keep on trying. It’s a
story that teaches us that everyone is different, but special and unique.

Reading is essential to your child’s development.
Please read a story every evening before bed with your child.

Phonics
This week we are learning the phoneme ‘l’. Maybe your grown-ups can help you learn the formation rhyme:
Down the long leg. Have a go at writing the ‘l’ sound.
Practise using different sounds: s, a, t, p, i, n, m, d, g, o, c, k, u, h, e, b, j.
I Spy
Play I-spy and see what you can find: legs, lips, lady, light, lamp, letter, leaves, etc.
Useful phonics links:
http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/phase-2-games.html
(Phase 1/Phase 2 – initial sounds.)
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ (Phase 1)

Nursery Rhyme of the week
‘Lucy Locket’. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oRP2Ry_pjag
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yZ9_muU2UOM Explains how to play a fun musical game
whilst singing this rhyme.

Mathematics
Number – Counting (0-20)
Counting to 10: Animal numbers 1 to 10 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6zqwl0ciHsM There is a
‘Giraffes Can’t Dance’ worksheet you might like to try for counting to 10. This can be found separately
under learning for week beginning 29th June. Click on: Counting to 10. There is also an addition sheet
for adding up to 10. Click on: Addition to 10. Click on: ‘Safari Animal Counting’
and they can enjoy counting the spots on the giraffe, the stripes on the zebra
and the snake, the teeth on the hippo, the horn on the rhino and the whiskers on
the lion. Then, if you are able to print these sheets, they can enjoy colouring them.
Counting to 20: Count and Move https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aq4UAss33qA
For a challenge, you might like to have a go at adding to 20. Click on: Addition to 20.
Ordering
Able to order 2 or 3 items by length or height.
There are 3 characters from the story Giraffes Can’t Dance on the worksheet: a warthog, a giraffe and
the cricket playing his violin. If you are able to print the sheets off, then they could have a go at cutting
the animals out and putting them in order from the smallest to the biggest or vice versa. If you do not
wish to print them off, then they could simply point to the animals one by one from smallest to biggest or
vice versa. There are 6 of each animal. If this proves too much for them, then you could ask them to just
point to the smallest one and the biggest one; or if you have printed the pictures, you may choose to just
use 3 of each picture and ask them to order those. When ordering the giraffe introduce the words
tallest and shortest. Which one is the shortest? Which one is the tallest? Click on: Ordering by size.
This can be found separately under learning for week beginning 29 th June. Have some fun listening to
‘The Short or Tall' song https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gy2C1wtJJsg
Shape Sing along to the ‘Shape Song’ to see if you can remember the shapes you have learnt.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OEbRDtCAFdU

Maths rhyme of the week (counting down from ‘5’)

Alice the Camel

Alice the camel has 5 humps,
Alice the camel has 5 humps,
Alice the camel has 5 humps.
So go, Alice, go!
Boom, boom, boom, boom!

Alice the camel has 3 humps,
Alice the camel has 3 humps,
Alice the camel has 3 humps,
So go, Alice, go!
Boom, boom, boom, boom!

Alice the camel has 1 hump,
Alice the camel has 1 hump,
Alice the camel has 1 hump,
So go, Alice, go!
Boom, boom, boom, boom!

Alice the camel has 4 humps,
Alice the camel has 4 humps,
Alice the camel has 4 humps.
So go, Alice, go!
Boom, boom, boom, boom!

Alice the camel has 2 humps,
Alice the camel has 2 humps,
Alice the camel has 2 humps,
So go, Alice, go!
Boom, boom, boom, boom!

Alice the camel has NO humps,
Alice the camel has NO humps,
Alice the camel has NO humps,
'Cause Alice is a HORSE,
Of course!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H9oSZA1BqJg

Physical Development – Moving

‘Yoga’ – Cosmic Kids Yoga: ‘Jungle Safari’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C4CaR0syf1g

Why not put on your favourite music and boogie on down like
Gerald the Giraffe? All he needed was to find the music that he
loved. Which music do you love?

Topic – Understanding the World – Technology
Complete a simple program on a computer. Use ICT hardware to interact with age-appropriate
computer software.

If you have access to ‘Purple Mash’ through the internet, then have a go at this ‘2Do’ activity:

The activity uses ‘2Paint a Picture’. It gives children the opportunity to experiment with lots of different
styles of painting, including ‘swirly’, splash’ and ‘spinner’. It is great fun to just see what you can do with
each different technique. If they wish to, they could do a picture of where Gerald the Giraffe lives. It
could be a daytime picture or a night time picture, where Gerald is looking up at the Moon and stars.
If you are not able to log on to ‘Purple Mash’ please don’t worry! The learning is to interact with ageappropriate computer software, so if you have access to any games or activities on a computer or tablet,
then they can still achieve their learning. It doesn’t have to be connected to giraffes!

Understanding the World
Comments and asks questions about the natural world. Can talk about animals.
Click on the links below and watch the
video clips to learn some fun facts about
giraffes like:
how long they sleep
how they drink water
where they live
why they have such long necks
what they like to eat
why their long tongues are so good
why they face in different
directions when they are eating or
drinking
which animal they run faster than

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S9ICLFNZ3dM&feature=emb_rel_pause

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fYqlSaLmxUc

Giraffes love to eat the leaves high up at the top of trees – they are the only land animal tall enough
to reach them.
Watch this video clip to learn 5 fun facts about giraffes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wMGsz36d4xk

Understanding the World

Grown-up giraffes watch over other giraffes while they have a drink, keeping a look out
for any animals that might try to attack them. They are fast runners and have a very
strong kick.

Understanding the World

Giraffes usually only sleep for
30 minutes a day! They take
power naps, sleeping for just 2
to 5 minutes at a time. They
need to be awake to watch out
for animals who might attack
them. They often sleep standing
up.

Click on this link to learn about a baby giraffe born at Whipsnade.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUO1XR-44oY What do you think would be a good name for her?

Now you have learnt a little about giraffes, listen to the story again – this time being SUNG. Instead of
pictures drawn by Guy Parker-Rees, in this video, the woman who made it, used real photographs of
giraffes in Africa. Hope you enjoy watching it! I did!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=62O9EjrEVUc

They have made a stage play for theatres based on this book. Take a look at some scenes from the play.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G34_1BowpHI

Would you like to act out the story and create your own play? You could use the pictures of the animals in
the story to make stick puppets – you will find them separately – just click on the link for ‘Stick puppet
pictures’ under learning for week beginning 29th June.

You might like to have a go at making a giraffe hat so you can be Gerald
and act out the story. Watch this video to find out how to make one.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=80QYA-J7J0g

Expressive Art and Design
If you have split pins at home then you could use them to make a dancing giraffe, like Gerald, in our
story. If you haven’t got any split pins, then they could still have fun cutting out the different parts of
his body, colouring them in and gluing them together.

split pins

You will find lots of great ideas for making groovy giraffes at:
https://artsycraftsymom.com/giraffe-crafts-for-kids/
There are lots of wonderful craft ideas for giraffes and I wish I could put lots of images here to show
you, but unfortunately when I checked the images using the license filter, all of the pictures are
copyright and not free to reuse or share. However, if you put in e.g. ‘paper plate giraffe’ into a search
engine, such as Google, you will be able to see lots of different of designs to choose from. Here are some
key phrases to use in your search engine to locate lots of fun, imaginative craft activities:

Paper plate giraffes
Giraffes made from tubes (great ideas using a kitchen roll to form the body of the giraffe – you
could even turn it into a musical instrument, putting some dry rice or dried beans or peas inside
and turning it into a shaker.)
Giraffe finger puppets

Maybe you would like to learn how to draw so that it looks like a person is dancing. Watch this video and
you will get some tips on how to do it.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4hpq2cGbqY

Expressive Art and Design

If you enjoyed making the zoo animals using food, when we looked at the book ‘Dear Zoo’, then you might
like to have a go at making a giraffe, using fruits and veg. e.g. a lemon for the body, a banana, or a carrot,
for the neck, pieces of orange, or satsuma for the horns and ears, apple or cucumber, or peppers for the
legs – whatever you have available really. Once again, I’m afraid the photographs under ‘images’ on the
internet, are copyrighted, so I am unable to use them, but if you put ‘giraffes made from food’ into your
search engine and take a look at ‘images’, then you will be able to get some inspiration. If you put in
‘giraffe craft ideas’ there are a couple of examples of food craft that you might like to try to copy. The
phrase ‘giraffe snack’ should give you the best images of ideas you might like to try.

‘giraffe snack’
‘giraffes made from food’
‘giraffe craft ideas’

Personal, Social and Emotional Behaviour


Can describe self in positive terms and talk about their abilities.



Welcomes and values praise for what they have done.

At the beginning of this video clip the giraffes think that they can’t dance, but when they have a go they
start to have fun and with practise their confidence grows and they get better and better and end up
loving dancing.
We all have things we don’t think we are any good at, but with:
determination and
perseverance
and by being willing to take a risk, we can build up our confidence and self-esteem and get better and
better.

Book Boys CAN Dance/song
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2bAoduATQ94

Are you sometimes like Gerald the Giraffe, do you worry about the things you are not so good at? Why
don’t you have a go at filling in the ‘Worry Less’ sheet – which can be found separately under learning for
week beginning 29th June? I’m sure your family will help you!



Other Learning Opportunities
 Create a story
 Homemade obstacle courses in the garden
 Write your name with felt tips
 Bake with your family - measuring
 Daily walks - what can you see?
 Making music – Bottles filled with rice/pasta.
 Build a farm using blocks/lego
 Make a farmer using recycling
 Make your own puppet using a sock
 Make bubbles using water and washing up liquid
 Can you tap out a beat using tubs and boxes? Can you sing some words to your beat?
 Make an insect home with twigs, leaves from the garden!
 Put colours/ numbers around the garden - Can you jump/dance/spin to the number called?
 Make your own Play-Dough – see separate Messy Play document
Traffic light game - red: stop, orange: walk, green: run, speed bumps: jump, roundabout: spin, ice:
skid, reverse: walk backwards

Enjoy your learning at home; do
not forget to keep any work that
you do. You can also share any
work on your school Twitter
page.
@elstonhallsch
@palmerscrosssch
@edwardeldersch
@goldthornpark

Other activities you might
like to try include:




Stay safe, active and happy 

Useful links
Physical Development




Cosmic Kids Yoga – Search
on YouTube
Go Noodle – Search on
YouTube
Dough Disco



Colour in Gerald
https://clubskids.scholastic.co.uk/cl
ubs_assets/252347
Help Gerald find his
way to the end of the
jungle maze
https://clubskids.scholastic.co.uk/cl
ubs_assets/252353
Safari animal colouring;
which can be found
under learning for
week beginning 29th
June.

We are missing all of our children greatly. Please continue your calm and happy home environments
by staying active, talking and listening to each other. The schools are still here if you need anything.

