Nursery Home Learning
Week beginning Monday 6th July 2020
Communication & Language and Literacy
Reading – ‘The Rainbow Fish’ by Marcus Pfister

Read the story ‘The Rainbow Fish’. If you don’t have this story at home, you can watch it by using this
link:. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r9mryuEKkKc Take time to read this story with your child. Look
at the pictures on each page and talk about what you see.

Key questions to ask your child
What colour scales did the Rainbow fish have? What colour was the little fish who wanted one of the
Rainbow fish’s shiny scales? Did the Rainbow fish say he could have one? Why did no-one want to be
friends with the Rainbow fish? Why was he lonely? Who did the Rainbow fish ask, “Why doesn’t anybody
like me?” Who did the Starfish tell him could help him? What did the Wise Octopus tell him he should
do? How can the Rainbow fish be happy? When the little blue fish asked him again for one of his shiny
scales, what did he do? After giving away lots of his beautiful shiny scales, how many did he have left?
Why was the Rainbow fish so happy at the end of the story?
Reading is essential to your child’s development.
Please read a story every evening before bed with your child.

Phonics
This week we are learning the phoneme ‘r’. Maybe your grown-ups can help you learn the formation rhyme:
Down the robot’s back and curl over his arm. Have a go at writing the ‘r’ sound.
Practise using different sounds: s, a, t, p, i, n, m, d, g, o, c, k, u, h, e, b, j, l
I Spy
Play I-spy and see what you can find: rug, rocket, robot, rose, ring, radio, rice, etc.
Useful phonics links:
http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/phase-2-games.html
(Phase 1/Phase 2 – initial sounds.)
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ (Phase 1)

Nursery Rhyme of the week
Row, row, row your boat.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-row-row-row-yourboat/zjp7kmn

Mathematics
Number – Counting (0-20)
Counting to 10: Count how many puffer fish, sharks, octopuses
and other fish are in the picture. Count the animals that live under
the sea. These sheets can be found separately under learning for
week beginning 6th July. Click on: Find, Colour and Count to 10
and Count to 10. There is also an addition sheet for adding up to 10.
Click on: Addition to 10.
For a challenge, you might like to have a go at adding to 20. Click on: Addition to 20.
Uses the language of ‘more’ and ‘fewer’ to compare two sets of objects.
Click on: ‘More or Fewer Rainbow Fish’ and discuss what these words mean.
Click on: ‘More or Fewer Blank’. These can be found separately under learning for week beginning 6 th
July. Use this idea to create sets of objects e.g. they could put more lego bricks/toy cars/coins/crayons
etc. in the more set and fewer, in the fewer set. This does not have to be done on paper, you could
create 2 piles of objects on the carpet; one with more objects, the other with fewer. Any objects could
be used to teach them this vocabulary and the idea of ‘more’ and ‘fewer’.
Shape Sing along to the ‘Shape Song’ to see if you can remember the shapes you have learnt.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AnoNb2OMQ6s
Use circles, triangles and squares to draw your own fish.

Maths rhyme of the week (counting down from ‘5’)
Five fat jellyfish,
Five fat jellyfish,
Five fat jellyfish,
Sat upon a rock.
And one fell off.
Ahhhhhhh.
then:
Four fat jellyfish,
Three fat jellyfish,
Two fat jellyfish,
One fat jellyfish.
No fat jellyfish,
No fat jellyfish,
No fat jellyfish,
Sat upon a rock.
And one climbed back on again,
Yeahhhhhhh. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Mj_lY-oK5Y (She makes a couple of mistakes in the song, but sings it really well!)

Physical Development – Moving
‘Yoga’ – Cosmic Kids Yoga: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LhYtcadR9nw
‘Squish the Fish’ Adventure

Can you complete this challenge?
Mount stairs or steps, using alternate feet: your left foot,
then your right foot, then left foot again etc.
Walk downstairs, two feet to each step, while carrying a
small object.
It would be great if you could send a photo, to show you can do it,
or even better still, two: one of you walking upstairs and one of you walking down.
Topic – Understanding the World – Technology
Complete a simple program on a computer. Use ICT hardware to interact with age-appropriate
computer software.

If you have access to ‘Purple Mash’ through the internet, then have a go at this ‘2Do’ activity: If you
were a fish, what would you look like? Would you look like the Rainbow Fish, or completely different?
Have a go at creating a picture of yourself, as a fish. Can’t wait to see what you might look like!

If you are not able to log on to ‘Purple Mash’ please don’t worry! The learning is to interact with ageappropriate computer software, so if you have access to any games or activities on a computer or tablet,
then they can still achieve their learning. It doesn’t have to be connected to fish!

Understanding the World
Comments and asks questions about the natural world. Can talk about animals.
Click on the link for the Powerpoint: ‘What can you see under the sea?’ This can be found separately
under learning for week beginning 6th July. You have to guess what animal you think it is showing you and
then click on ‘reveal answer’ and it will show you and give you a fact about that animal. See what you can
learn about animals that live underwater.
Click on: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xd7cNRfz3D0 to see lots of beautiful varieties of rainbow
fish.
Click on: Rainbow Fish Fact Cards to see some beautiful pictures of different types of rainbow fish and
your family will be able to teach you a little bit about them.
You can find out where they live. Take a look at this map of the world:

This is where we live.

This is where Rainbow fish live.
Madagascar, Australia, Indonesia and
New Guinea are a LONG WAY from
us. The water is much warmer here.
Our sea is too cold for them.

Understanding the World
The World
Comments and asks questions about aspects of the natural world
Rainbow fish can be found in rivers, lakes and swamps. What is a swamp? Have you ever watched ‘Shrek’?
He lives in a swamp. Let’s have a look at a swamp.

A swamp is a place full of water and trees.

Click on: ‘Where do Rainbow Fish live?’ to take a closer look at this sheet. This can be found separately
under learning for week beginning 6th July.
They mostly like to live in fresh, clean water, like the water that we drink, but some of them live in salty
water. Wherever they live, they like to have lots of plants around in the water. Can you guess why? They
like to have somewhere to hide, just in case an animal comes along who wants to eat them. They also like
to live together, they don’t like being on their own. Here’s a funny fact: a group of fish is called a ‘school’.

Technology
Knows that information can be retrieved from computers.
Click on this link to see beautiful photographs of other animals that are rainbow coloured like the fish in
our story. https://theverybesttop10.com/rainbow-coloured-animals/
Can you find out some information from a computer? You might use a laptop or a tablet. You will need to
use the Internet. Do you think you can do it if your family help you? Bet you can! Good luck! The Rainbow
fish is named after the beautiful rainbow in the sky, because it has lots of beautiful colours, just like a
real rainbow.
Red
Orange
Yellow
Green
Blue
Indigo (dark blue)
Violet (purple)

Try to find the answers to these questions:

When do we see a rainbow in the sky? (When we have sunshine and rain together.)
How many colours are in a rainbow? (7)

This website will help you find the answers. https://www.coolkidfacts.com/rainbow-facts/ but you can
use any website you want to.

This video shows how a rainbow is made:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GqbgJ3c3yhc

Expressive Art and Design

If you have any old CDs or DVDs or CD ROMs that you could use, why not have a go at following the
instructions to make this CD Rainbow Fish? It looks so much fun, I think I might have a go myself – I love
making things! If you haven’t got any sequins or jewels to use to make his shiny scales, you could use
paper instead and colour them in beautiful rainbow colours.
Click on: ‘CD Rainbow Fish Instructions’ and ‘Fish Template for CD Rainbow Fish’ – which can be found
separately under learning for week beginning 6th July.
If you do have a go, we’d love to see a photo!
Do you have any coffee filter paper? If not, don’t worry, you can still do this activity, the colours won’t
spread out, but that doesn’t matter, it will still look great. If you haven’t got any felt tip pens, just use
crayons. If you do have coffee filter paper, here’s what to do:

1.

Cut out a fish shape. It doesn’t have to be the same

as in the picture, you can draw your own fish shape.
2. Colour your fish in, using felt tips, lots of different
colours – just like a rainbow.
3. Sprinkle water over the filter paper and the ink from
the felt tips will start to spread out and run in to
each other.
4. Cut out some strips of tin foil, (or aluminium foil – the
type we use in the kitchen e.g. when cooking fish) and
stick them on.
5. Make some more and you will have a ‘school’ of fish,
because remember, Rainbow fish don’t like to be
alone, they like to live together in groups.

Expressive Art and Design

Each week, during this half term. I have shown craft ideas
using paper plates and this week is no exception. It’s amazing
how many things you can make from paper plates.

As well as paper
plate fish, there are
lots of other ways to
be creative. Take a
at the pictures and
think about what you
might like to make.

You might like to try making a jellyfish or a seahorse. Take a look at these ideas:

Personal, Social and Emotional Behaviour
Take a look at some of the rainbow pictures children have made to encourage us to stay at home
and stay safe, to help the doctors and nurses, who need to look after those who are very poorly.
Coronavirus: Rainbow pictures springing up across the country
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/52485316
Rainbow art: We LOVE your 'alternative' rainbows
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/52399325
Take a look at all these wonderful and imaginative ways
of making a rainbow, with things you can find at home.
Why don’t you have a go at making a creative rainbow? If you can,
ask your family to send us a photo, so we can see your wonderful
rainbows.

If you enjoyed ‘The Rainbow Fish’, then you might like to watch the 5 other
stories that Marcus Pfister has written about the Rainbow Fish. You could watch
one a day. Each one has something to teach. Talk to your family about what you
think each story can teach us.

Rainbow Fish to the Rescue
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gja_mMXU4ao about accepting those that are
different to us and letting them join our group of friends and letting them play.
Rainbow Fish and the Big, Blue Whale
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PQbO9h8cRyw about arguments and how to
settle them.
Rainbow Fish and the Sea Monster’s Cave
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0stRD6RgrbE about how to cope
with our fears, both real and imaginary.
Rainbow Fish Finds his Way
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_QAdnACWMJY about how he
finds his way home.
Rainbow Fish Discovers the Deep Sea
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uoab7dYgcpQ about getting along
with others who are different to you.



Other Learning Opportunities
 Create a story
 Homemade obstacle courses in the garden
 Write your name with felt tips
 Bake with your family - measuring
 Daily walks - what can you see?
 Making music – Bottles filled with rice/pasta.
 Build a farm using blocks/lego
 Make a farmer using recycling
 Make your own puppet using a sock
 Make bubbles using water and washing up liquid
 Can you tap out a beat using tubs and boxes? Can you sing some words to your beat?
 Make an insect home with twigs, leaves from the garden!
 Put colours/ numbers around the garden - Can you jump/dance/spin to the number called?
 Make your own Play-Dough – see separate Messy Play document
Traffic light game - red: stop, orange: walk, green: run, speed bumps: jump, roundabout: spin, ice:
skid, reverse: walk backwards
Other activities you might like
to try can be found under
learning for week beginning 6th

Enjoy your learning at home;
do not forget to keep any work
that you do. You can also share
any work on your school
Twitter page.

July. They include:

Shimmer and shine
playdough recipe
Collage template

@elstonhallsch
@palmerscrosssch
@edwardeldersch
@goldthornpark

Rainbow Fish fruit

Stay safe, active and happy 
If you enjoyed the stories about

Useful links
Physical Development




Cosmic Kids Yoga – Search
on YouTube
Go Noodle – Search on
YouTube
Dough Disco

the Rainbow fish, try making
one up of your own. Instead of
your parents telling you a
bedtime story, you tell them
one, all about the Rainbow Fish’s
next adventure.

skewers
Rainbow Fish gave
away his most
precious possession,
his beautiful scales.
What is the most
precious, most
special thing you
own? Send us a
picture if you can.

We are missing all of our children greatly. Please continue your calm and happy home environments
by staying active, talking and listening to each other. The schools are still here if you need anything.

