Nursery Home Learning
Week beginning Monday 13th July 2020
Communication & Language and Literacy
Reading – ‘Harry and the Bucketful of Dinosaurs’ by Ian Whybrow and
Adrian Reynolds
Read the story ‘Harry and the Bucketful of Dinosaurs’. If you don’t have this story at home, you can
watch it by using this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MTjQeCspMkY Take time to read this
story with your child. Look at the pictures on each page and talk about what you see.

Key questions to ask your child
Who was Harry with when he found the box of dinosaurs? Where were the dinosaurs when he found
them? (Discuss what an ‘attic’ is and what it is used for. Also introduce the word ‘loft’, which many people
use instead of ‘attic’.) Where did Harry take his dinosaurs first? (Discuss what a library is and what it is
used for.) Where else did Harry take his dinosaurs? How did Harry lose his dinosaurs? How do you think
he felt? What did Nan do to try and cheer him up? How did Harry persuade the Lost Property man that
the dinosaurs were ‘definitely his’?
Reading is essential to your child’s development.
Please read a story every evening before bed with your child.

Phonics
This week we are learning the phoneme ‘v’. Maybe your grown-ups can help you learn the formation rhyme:
Down a wing, up a wing. Have a go at writing the ‘v’ sound.
Practise using different sounds: s, a, t, p, i, n, m, d, g, o, c, k, u, h, e, b, j, l, r
I Spy
Play I-spy and see what you can find (it might be in a picture in a book): vase,
vegetable, vinegar, vacuum cleaner, van, vest, violin, volcano, vulture, video,
the colour ‘violet’, (from our work on rainbows,) velociraptor, (from our work this
week on dinosaurs.)
Useful phonics links:
http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/phase-2-games.html
(Phase 1/Phase 2 – initial sounds.)
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ (Phase 1)

Nursery Rhyme of the week
‘Dinosaurs’ – sung to the tune of ‘The Wheels on the Bus’.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-dinosaurs/zv7rf4j

Mathematics
Number – Counting (0-20)
Counting to 10: Click on: Count to 10. There is also an addition sheet for adding up to 10. Click on:
Addition to 10.
For a challenge, you might like to have a go at adding to 20. Click on: Addition to 20.
These sheets can be found separately under learning for week beginning 13 th July.
Ordering
Able to order 2 or 3 items by length or height.
There are 6 different dinosaurs on the worksheet. If you are able to print the sheets off, then they
could have a go at cutting around the dinosaurs and putting them in order from the smallest to the
biggest or vice versa. If you do not wish to print them off, then they could simply point to the dinosaurs
one by one from smallest to biggest or vice versa. There are 6 of each dinosaur. If this proves too much
for them, then you could ask them to just point to the smallest one and the biggest one; or if you have
printed the pictures, you may choose to just use 3 of each picture and ask them to order those. When
ordering use the words ‘tallest’ and ‘shortest’; ‘longest’ and ‘shortest’ and ‘biggest’ and ‘smallest’.
Which one is the tallest? Which one is the shortest? (in terms of height:

)

Which one is the longest? Which one is the shortest? (in terms of length:
)
Which one is the biggest? Which one is the smallest?
Click on: Ordering by size - which can be found separately under learning for week beginning 13 th July.
If you have any toy dinosaurs, this activity would be even better comparing the size of their
dinosaurs by holding them next to each other. Even if you haven’t got any dinosaurs, comparing the
height/length/size of objects by holding them next to each other would be very beneficial. For
example, you could use spoons, pencil crayons, shoes. It is the language that is important, not the
object that they are comparing.
Shape
Introduce the shape ‘semi-circle’ (half a circle) – as they will use this to
create the body of their dinosaur.
Click on: Build a Shape Dinosaur to have a go at building a dinosaur using the
shapes they have learnt. This activity can be found separately under learning for week beginning 13 th July.
Maths rhyme of the week (counting down from ‘5’)
Five enormous dinosaurs,
Letting out a roar.
One went away
And then there were four.
Four enormous dinosaurs,
Crashing down a tree.
One went away
And then there were three.
Three enormous dinosaurs,
Eating meaty stew.
One went away
And then there were two.
Two enormous dinosaurs,
Trying to run.
One ran away
And then there was one.

One enormous dinosaur,
Afraid to be a hero.
He went away
And then there was zero.

‘Five enormous dinosaurs’

Physical Development – Moving
‘Yoga’ – Cosmic Kids Yoga https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=isAbhjIYamA
A 5 minute fast-paced yoga-based workout for kids. Get the wiggles out and
build your knowledge of all the kids yoga poses.
‘Tiny T-Rex’ – tells the story and takes you on an adventure as you perform
the yoga poses.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqtPZ9OKa94
Move freely and with pleasure and confidence in a range of ways.
Have fun pretending to be different dinosaurs. Can you STOMP like a
big, heavy dinosaur, like a diplodocus? Can you SHUFFLE like the slow
moving dinosaurs, who are so heavy, they move slowly, like a tortoise does,
like the brontosaurus (meaning ‘thunder lizard’)? Can you CRAWL like a
Mussaurus patagonicus (meaning ‘mouse lizard’) ? Can you RUN really fast
like an ‘ornithomimid’ (meaning ‘ostrich mimic) ? Can you JUMP like a velociraptor?

Topic – Understanding the World – Technology
Complete a simple program on a computer. Use ICT hardware to interact with age-appropriate
computer software.
If you have access to ‘Purple Mash’ through the internet, then have a go at this ‘2Do’ activity:

If you are not able to log on to ‘Purple Mash’ please don’t worry! The learning is to interact with ageappropriate computer software, so if you have access to any games or activities on a computer or tablet,
then they can still achieve their learning. It doesn’t have to be connected to dinosaurs!
Technology Challenge
Do you know how to operate simple equipment, like a CD player?
Do you know how to turn the television on?
Do you know how to use a remote control?

If you do FANTASTIC!
If you don’t, then try to learn.

Understanding the World
Dinosaurs lived a long, long, long, long, really, really, really long
time ago. So long ago that that there were no people. People have
never seen a real, living dinosaur.
So how do we know that they were real and not a story
that someone made up?
FOSSILS
When an animal or plant dies, it normally rots until nothing is left, but sometimes they become buried in a
way that stops them from completely rotting away and turns them into something we call a fossil Take a
look at these fossils. Can you guess what they were when they were alive?

Would you like to make a dinosaur fossil? Click on:
Make a Dinosaur Fossil, which can be found separately
under learning for week beginning 13th July.

Dinosaurs were land creatures.
Their legs were underneath their bodies, like our legs.
They did not stick out to the side, like a crocodile’s.

Legs straight down underneath their body. Yes, these
were dinosaurs.

Legs sticking
out sideways,
means, NOT
a dinosaur.

They did not fly in the air.

A pterodactyl was a
reptile, but it was
NOT a dinosaur.

They did not swim in the sea.

A plesiosaur was a
reptile, but it was
NOT a dinosaur.

Did you know that lots of people who write books get this wrong? They put
pictures of pterodactyls in their books, calling them dinosaurs. A
pterodactyl was a flying reptile, but it was not a dinosaur. They put
pterodactyls in packs of plastic toys for children, that are all meant to be
dinosaurs. You see, even grown-ups get things wrong.
In the Powerpoint presentation on ‘Dinosaurs’ they get it wrong too. They
have included a plesiosaur and a pteranodon. Never mind, we know better.
It’s still a good presentation, because it shows you what they think
dinosaurs looked like and we can use it to help us learn how to group them
into MEAT EATERS and PLANT EATERS.

Let’s see if we can sort some dinosaurs into 2 different groups: MEAT EATERS and PLANT
EATERS. (There were also dinosaurs who ate both, meat and plants, but we’re not going to worry about
those right now.)
You can tell if a dinosaur was a meat eater or a plant eater by looking at its teeth.

Can you see
it’s big, sharp
teeth?
This means it was a meat eater.
It needed these big, sharp
teeth to tear up meat to eat.

Now look at its body. It doesn’t
have any horns, or spikes to
protect itself, because it didn’t
need them. It used those big,
sharp teeth to attack other
dinosaurs; they usually didn’t
attack it.

Now take a look at this
dinosaur. Can you see the
big, sharp horns? It also
has like a shield on its head
to protect it from the big,
sharp teeth of the meat
eating dinosaurs.
I think it looks a bit like a
giant rhinoceros. What do
you think?

This is a stegosaurus. Take a look at its mouth. It doesn’t have big,
sharp teeth. This tells us that it ate plants. Take a look at its body.
Can you see all the big plates along its back? These were to protect
it from the big, sharp teeth of the meat eating dinosaurs. Look at
its tail. Can you see the sharp spikes on its tail? We think it used
these to defend itself if it was attacked. Maybe it could swing its
tail like a sword.
Some plant eating
dinosaurs, like this
diplodocus, didn’t
need spikes or horns
to protect them,
because they were
so enormous.
Click on: ‘Dinosaurs’ Powerpoint to take a look at lots of different dinosaurs. See if you can work out
whether they were a meat eater or a plant eater. (Watch out for the plesiosaur and the pteranodon
though. Remember, the grown-ups who made this Powerpoint got it wrong. They shouldn’t be in there. We
know they’re not dinosaurs.)
The ‘Dinosaurs’ Powerpoint can be found separately under learning for week beginning 13 th July.

Expressive Arts and Design

Why not have a go at creating
a miniature world for
dinosaurs?
If you have any toy dinosaurs
you can play with them in your
dino world.
There are instructions (with
photos) for creating your own
‘sensory swamp bin’ for dinosaurs,
on this website.
https://mommysbundle.com/dinosaur-swamp-sensory-bin-activity/

Would you like to try a really cool experiment? Have a
go at making your own dinosaur eggs. All you need are
toy dinosaurs, balloons, water and a freezer. If you
haven’t got any toy dinosaurs, use something else e.g.
lego. Put a dinosaur in each balloon, fill the balloon
with water, tie a knot in it, place it in the freezer and
leave it to freeze the water. When the water is
frozen, cut away the balloon and you will have a really
cool dino egg. See how long it takes the ice to melt, so
the dinosaur can hatch. Click on the website link to
watch a video on how to do it and alternative
instructions.
https://littlebinsforlittlehands.com/frozen-dinosaur-eggs-ice-excavation-sensory-play/

If you have playdough, you could make some dinosaur eggs using it.
If you have toy dinosaurs, you could dip their feet in paint and make
a picture with dino footprints all over it.

Love creating with paper plates? Why not make a paper plate dinosaur?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p2m8zPHVOv8

Expressive Arts and Design
T is for T-Rex: How to make T-Rex feet out of
tissue boxes.
Click on this link to find out how.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L0Esh2Suh2M

Why don’t you try making some fossil dough and creating dinosaur footprints in the dough?
Click on this link for instructions on how to make fossil dough.
http://www.nuttinbutpreschool.com/how-to-make-fossil-dough/

How about a fun
dinosaur lunch?
I’d like to try this!
Would you?

Personal, Social and Emotional Behaviour

Last week, when we learnt about Rainbow Fish, we saw how
he gave away his most precious possession, his beautiful
scales and under ‘other activities you might like to try’ I
asked you to think about what was your most precious, most
special possession. The thing that is yours, that you love
the most.
Harry’s dinosaurs were his most precious, most treasured
possession and he took them everywhere he went.
What is your most precious thing? The thing you have that
you love the most? Have a go at drawing it in Harry’s
bucket. Turn Harry’s bucket, into your special bucket.

Click on: My Bucket to print off, or even better, have a go
at drawing your own bucket.
My Bucket can be found separately under learning for week
beginning 13th July.

If you enjoyed ‘Harry and the Bucketful of Dinosaurs’, then you might like to
watch the other stories that Ian Whybrow has written about Harry and his
bucketful of dinosaurs.
This link is for: Harry and the Dinosaurs First Sleepover. (There’s a pterodactyl in
this story. Is a pterodactyl a dinosaur?)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QegqD7tTeZY
The dinosaurs want to play hide and seek. If you have any toy dinosaurs you could
hide them around your home, then ask your family to try and find them. If you
haven’t got any toy dinosaurs, but you have a printer, you could print off Harry’s
dinosaurs and hide them. If you haven’t got a
printer, just choose something else to hide for your
family to go seek. Have fun!
Click on: Mini Dinosaur Cut-outs for Hide and Seek
if you’d like to print Harry’s dinosaurs.

Personal, Social and Emotional Behaviour

This link is for: Harry and the Dinosaurs Go to School
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gCR42DG1joU
Harry is starting school and takes his dinosaurs with him. He is excited and
looking forward to going, but one of the other boys at school that day is very
upset and starts crying. Harry is a very kind boy and a good friend and tries to
cheer him up by showing him his dinosaurs.

Are you looking forward to starting school
in September?

We are all very excited to see you again!!! Just wait ‘til you see your new
classrooms, they look wonderful! The teachers in school have been very busy
filming videos to show their new children what their new classroom is like, where
everything is kept, where to hang their coats etc. You might like to have a look at
other classrooms, not just Reception – take a tour around your school – a place
that has missed you and can’t wait to have you back! TAKE A LOOK AROUND
YOUR NEW CLASSROOM BY WATCHING THE VIDEOS ON OUR WEBSITE.
There are so many exciting things to look forward to!
What are you looking forward to doing when you come to
school and are in Reception?

In the story, Harry’s teacher asks them to write their names for their coat pegs.
I remember how good you were getting at writing your name each time you came
to Nursery. Have you been practising at home? I bet you have! I can’t wait to see
how good you are at writing your name now!

Personal, Social and Emotional Behaviour

Is there anything that you are worried about?
It’s always better to talk about what is worrying us.
Talk to your family. They can help – just by listening
and I bet they might be able to do something so that
you won’t worry about it anymore.

Do you remember our ‘Worry Less’ sheet from ‘Giraffes Can’t Dance’?

Would you like to do one for starting school?
You could ask your family to help you do it. You could
write 3 things that you really enjoy doing and any
worries that you might have. Then when you come to
school, you could give it your teacher and they will know
what you like doing and can help you with anything that
might still be worrying you.
Let’s have a go.

Other Learning Opportunities
 Create a story
 Homemade obstacle courses in the garden
 Write your name with felt tips
 Bake with your family - measuring
 Daily walks - what can you see?
 Making music – Bottles filled with rice/pasta.
 Build a farm using blocks/lego
 Make a farmer using recycling
 Make your own puppet using a sock
 Make bubbles using water and washing up liquid
 Can you tap out a beat using tubs and boxes? Can you sing some words to your beat?
 Make an insect home with twigs, leaves from the garden!
 Put colours/ numbers around the garden - Can you jump/dance/spin to the number called?
 Make your own Play-Dough – see separate Messy Play document
Traffic light game - red: stop, orange: walk, green: run, speed bumps: jump, roundabout: spin, ice:
skid, reverse: walk backwards



Enjoy your learning at home;
do not forget to keep any work
that you do. You can also share
any work on your school
Twitter page.
@elstonhallsch
@palmerscrosssch
@edwardeldersch
@goldthornpark
Stay safe, active and happy 

Other activities you might like
to try can be found under
learning for week beginning 13th
July. They include:


Pictures of Harry’s
dinosaurs to colour.
Click on: ‘Harry’s
Dinosaurs Colouring
Sheets.



Pictures of the
characters from the
story, to help you retell
the story, or make up

Useful links

other adventures for
them to have. Click on:

Physical Development




Cosmic Kids Yoga – Search
on YouTube
Go Noodle – Search on
YouTube
Dough Disco

Story characters.


If you have toy
dinosaurs, try sorting
them in to two groups,
meat eaters and plant
eaters.

We are missing all of our children greatly. Please continue your calm and happy home environments
by staying active, talking and listening to each other. Hopefully we will soon all be back together!

